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LAST WeeK’S ANSWeR

CAROLINe YACOe
The local Marshallese community 

in Honolulu turned out in force to 
see and enjoy Jack Niedenthal and 
Suzanne Chutaro’s “The Sound of 
Crickets at Night.”
7KLV�XQLTXH�VWRU\�LQYROYHV�:RGH-

jabato, an ancient deity from Bikini 
Atoll, portrayed in full strength by 

Alson Kelen, (tattoos, grass skirt 
and all).  An American drifter, played 
by script writer and co-producer 
Niedenthal, interacts with Kali, her 
family and the local Marshallese 
community. Salome Fakatou plays 
Kali, the young daughter of a dis-
SODFHG�%LNLQL� IDPLO\� LQ� FRQÀLFW�� IRU�
which she won the Achievement 

in Acting Award in the Guam In-
ternational Film Festival. Beautiful 
local music (including the sound of 
crickets), skilled photography and 
a great supporting cast, including 
Karen Earnshaw as a “yachtie,” 
PDNHV�WKLV�¿OP�D�WRWDO�GHOLJKW�ZKLOH�
addressing serious issues of life in 
the Marshall Islands today.

A trio of pale-skinned Ejit 
pigs, each about 15 feet tall 
with noses a foot across, are 
VQXIÀLQJ�WRZDUGV�\RX��7KHQ�
a 30-foot tall tattooed Alson 
Kelen stares sternly in your 
direction while, later, huge 
waves peel onto a soft beach 
at Bikini Atoll.

Hundreds upon hundreds 
of Marshallese leaned back 
in their soft purple armchairs 
and stared up at these enor-
mous, vivid, representative 
LOOXVWUDWLRQV�RI�50,�DV� WKH\�
FKXFNOHG��VQLIÀHG��DQG�EHOO\�
laughed their way through 
Anikien Jidjid ilo Bon (The 
Sound of Crickets at Night) 
at this month’s Hawaii Inter-
national Film Festival (HIFF).

Wednesday (Hawaii time) 
D�����VHDW�FLQHPD�DW�WKH�5H-
gal Dole Cannery Stadium 
18 was the venue for the 
¿UVW�RI�WZR�VKRZLQJV�RI�-DFN�
Niedenthal and Suzanne 
Chutaro’s fourth film. The 
sensation of watching their 
homeland being displayed 
on such a huge screen in 
KLJK� GH¿QLWLRQ�ZDV� FOHDUO\�
a stirring moment for the 
many Marshallese families 
and friends of the Marshalls 
DWWHQGLQJ�WKH�¿OP¶V�+DZDLLDQ�
premiere. 

But this was just a mere 
secondary feeling to the 
kaleidoscopic emotions they 
H[SHULHQFHG�ZKLOH�ZDWFKLQJ�
Niedenthal’s modern ver-
sion of a Bikini legend that 
revolves around the mystical 
powers of the ancient deity 
Wodejabato.  

HIFF is the third and most 
SUHVWLJLRXV� RI� WKH� ¿OP� IHV-
tivals to have shown The 

Sound of Crickets at Night, 
following New York’s Moon-
dance festival and the Guam 
International Film Festival.
$W� ¿UVW�� LW� ZDVQ¶W� FHUWDLQ�

that there would be a big 
crowd for the premiere, but 
as the scheduled time of 
7:15pm rolled closer and 
then passed more and more 
Marshallese crept into the 
theater, most clutching cups 
of popcorn so gigantic they 
PDWFKHG� WKH�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�
of the images on the big 
screen.

Moments after the final 
credits of the 79-minute 
¿OP� VOLSSHG� IURP� WKH� EODFN�
screen, Niedenthal was in-
vited by a HIFF staffer to 
DQVZHU�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�
movie. These ranged from 
whether or not any of the ac-
tors had been professionally 
WUDLQHG� WR� TXHVWLRQV� DERXW�
the diet of people on Majuro. 
7KH�¿OP¶V�\RXQJ�VWDU��6D-

lome Fakatou, attended 
the second showing of the 
movie on Friday afternoon at 
4:30pm. Dressed in a beauti-
ful Marshallese-style long 
purple dress, Salome stood 
TXLHWO\� QH[W� WR� 1LHGHQWKDO�
for this Q&A session. As the 
TXHVWLRQV�ZRXQG�GRZQ��1LH-
denthal bent over and asked 
the 10-year-old if she would 
like to say something to the 
big crowd which reached up 
into the back of the theater. 
Salome reached for the mike 
and said in a strong, clear 
voice…

“Thank you all for com-
ing to see the movie.” She 
paused and then added. 
“And that’s all I have to say.”

FilM a ‘toTal deLigHt’

RMI on 
the BIG
screen

Hundreds of Marshallese turned out to watch  
The Sound of Crickets at Night at the Hawaii 

International Film Festival last week.  
Photos: Karen Earnshaw

Salome Fakatou 
proudly points 
to the sign 
announcing the 
showing of the 
movie The Sound 
of Crickets at 
Night at the Dole 
Cannery cinema 
complex in 
Honolulu. 


